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GAS ASIA SUMMIT — SINGAPORE CONNECTION 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.22 pm]: In late October, I was 
invited to make a keynote speech at the Gas Asia Summit as part of Singapore International Energy Week, and 
took this opportunity to promote Western Australia’s leading capabilities in the liquefied natural gas industry, 
including in production, innovation, decommissioning, and research and development. During my visit, I also met 
with a number of stakeholders in mining and energy, finance, education and government. These meetings provided 
valuable insights into the opportunities in Singapore and the region. 

In my address at the Gas Asia Summit, I emphasised the world-class and innovative Western Australian minerals 
and gas industries, as well as the standalone nature of the state’s energy system and domestic gas policy, which 
have ensured energy market certainty in the midst of the supply and price challenges now facing Australia’s east 
coast gas market. Western Australia’s domestic gas reservation policy means that we are open to foreign businesses 
seeking a sustainable energy supply and/or interested in investing in petroleum discovery and production. I noted 
Singapore’s active approach to capitalising on the trends and changes in the global gas market, and that 
Western Australia is also well placed to adapt to the transitioning industry. The significant presence of 
Western Australian alumni in Singapore reflects the strong people-to-people connections between the two regions 
and the McGowan government’s hope to encourage the expansion of these alumni networks to strengthen further 
the longstanding ties between Western Australians and Singaporeans. 

Another key point is the positive outlook for the Western Australian economy, with noticeably upbeat commentary 
in Singapore on our economic turnaround. I also received a very positive response to the state establishing 
a Minister for Asian Engagement, and had the opportunity to highlight the Western Australian government’s Asian 
engagement policy and to reinforce the importance of our relationship with Singapore. We have significant trade 
and investment links with Singapore. The country is Western Australia’s sixth largest trading partner, with total 
trade valued at $4.4 billion in 2016–17, and Singaporean investors have played a major role in the transformation 
of Perth through investments in the city’s residential, commercial and hotel property sectors. 

Furthermore, Singapore is a key member of the dynamic South East Asian region. As the chair of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations next year, the country will have an increasingly important role in determining the future 
prosperity of the region. As the Minister for Asian Engagement, I look forward to progressing potential partnerships 
between Western Australia and Singapore to drive our economic growth and to diversify our economy. 

I table my report, as well as my presentation and speech to the Gas Asia Summit. 

[See paper 1000.]  
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